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Aerification: Why are you
tearing up the greens?
The word aeration stimulates negative emotions for
many golfers. It may come as a surprise, but golf
course superintendents also dislike aeration. After
all, the last person who wants to disrupt the
smoothness of the putting greens they work so hard
to maintain is the superintendent. Golfers often ask,
“Why is aeration needed so often?” Aeration is an
essential program to keep playing surfaces healthy
and in good condition. Aeration primarily is
performed to control organic matter – i.e., decaying
roots and grass stems – relieve soil compaction,
stimulate root growth and improve drainage. If
organic matter becomes too thick, it acts like a
sponge and holds water at the surface after rain or
irrigation. Excessive organic matter also inhibits
root growth, reduces oxygen levels in the soil,
encourages disease and eventually can lead to turf
failure. Furthermore, excessive organic matter
creates soft surfaces prone to ball marks, foot
printing and inconsistent playing conditions.
Aeration and topdressing are the most effective
ways to control organic matter and maintain smooth,
firm putting surfaces. There are many types of
aeration that superintendents use throughout the
season; some are more labor-intensive and disruptive
to playing surfaces than others. Less-disruptive
forms of aeration, including venting aeration with
small-diameter, solid tines, also are beneficial
because they can alleviate turf stress by promoting
oxygen levels in the soil. Aeration programs that
have a small impact on a playing surface generally
can be performed throughout the season with little
or no disruption to play. (Credit:USGA)
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Events for the Month of August:

August 6 ~ PK League (Front)
August 13 ~ PK League (Back)
August 20 ~ PK League (Front)
August 22-23 ~ Club Championship
August 27 ~ PK League (Back)

Team Match Play
We’ve extended the current round of Match Play to
August 15th. So you still have time to get your play in.
The next round will need to be completed by August
29th. To check out the bracket head on over to the Pro
Shop!

Lou Burnett
Congratulations to Tyler Musselwhite and Mary Riley
on winning this year’s Lou Burnett Memorial
Tournament! It was a hot one, so we really appreciate
everyone pushing through and coming out! We can’t
wait to see you all back for the Club Championship.

Club Championship
The Club Championship will take place on Saturday and
Sunday, August 22nd-23rd. The cost is $40 and includes
food, prizes, golf, and range balls. There is an additional
$10 optional cart fee per 18 holes. You must be signed
up by close of business on Thursday, August 20th. So
stop by the Pro Shop today!

